
For the last 30 years, the fisheries of Espíritu Santo National Park have been 

dramatically declining, and now there is almost nothing left. (As dramatically 

shown in the video below.) 

The current management plan, drafted after the Park's inception in 2007, does 

not provide needed protection for the reef ecosystem in the Park, with less than 

2% of the Park fully protected. The remaining 98% of the Park is open to nets 

and traps, along with sport fishing and spearfishing. By this definition, Espíritu 

Santo National Park is a "paper park" (ie, a park in name, but not in practice). 

Our goal is to protect 100% of the inshore reefs of the Park through 

modifications to its current management plan. 



Phase 1 of our project (the public consultation process) is almost complete and 

in record time, and the draft management plan will be released early in 2024 

for public review. 

In spite of promises made by CONANP's park director to add protections and 

remove fishing gear types, we are very concerned that there will be no new 

protections for the inshore reefs and all the current types of fishing gear will still 

be allowed. 

We anticipated this outcome and will now begin Phase 2 of our project, a 

$70,000 multimedia communication campaign to create strong public support 

and advocacy for change, modeled and run by the team who ran the successful 

campaign to protect whale sharks in the Bay of La Paz. 

The team will lead a grassroots social media campaign called "Espiritu Santo: 

Donde estan los peces?"  This campaign will be combined with posters, alliance 

building presentations, a major documentary video and much more. 

In addition, SeaWatch will fund a scientific paper on where the Park ranks in 

the index of "paper parks" in the world, led by expert Dr. Veronica Relaño. 

Finally, SeaWatch will be challenging the IUCN green listing awarded to 

https://youtu.be/H2Ca_gTsg-4?si=dGKh1O3tZWXNvzpQ


Espíritu Santo National Park, as well as CONANP's mandate to manage the Park 

sustainably as required under Mexican law. 

Our production team below... 

READ OUR PHASE 2 CAMPAIGN STRATEGY HERE 

https://seawatch.org/Articles/SeaWatch2023/Espiritu_Santo_Donde_estan_los_peces-compressed.pdf


 

 
 
 
 

Please help continue the reef and reef fish 

recovery at Espíritu Santo National Park! 

 

 
 

 
Donations can also be sent to: 

SeaWatch 

PO Box 11679 

Portland, OR 97211 

 

SeaWatch, Inc is a 501 (c)(3) tax-deductible corporation 

www.seawatch.org 

 

 

 

DONATE 

http://www.seawatch.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MHVKL6CTX2WCQ&ssrt=1703544966793
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MHVKL6CTX2WCQ&ssrt=1703544966793
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